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One of the legendary figures of Ontario history, John Graves Simcoe was the commander of the
Queen’s Rangers during the American Revolution. In 1791 he was appointed the first lieutenant-
governor of Upper Canada, and upon his arrival in 1792 he founded the town of York (present-
day Toronto).John Graves Simcoe completes a trilogy of Simcoe books published by Dundurn
Press. Mary Beacock Fryer’s Elizabeth Posthuma Simcoe was first published in 1989, while Our
Young Soldier: Lieutenant Francis Simcoe, 6 June 1791-6 April 1812 was released in 1996. For
this third volume, Fryer has teamed with Christopher Dracott, whose vantage point from
Devonshire, England helps to provide this book with a complete view of Simcoe’s life.

A well-documented narrative of Simcoe's life.-- Trevor Raymond ― Canadian Book Review
Annual --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorMary Beacock Fryer (1929–
2017) was a well-known expert on Upper Canadian history. She wrote a trilogy on the Simcoe
family: Elizabeth Posthuma Simcoe: A Biography, Our Young Soldier: Lieutenant Francis
Simcoe, 6 June 1791-6 April 1812, and John Graves Simcoe: 1752-1806, A Biography. Among
Fryer's other books are Escape, Beginning Again, and Buckskin Pimpernel.Christopher Dracott
was formerly Detective Chief Superintendent at New Scotland Yard. His career included service
in the Complaints Investigation Bureau and the Serious Crime Squad (popularly known as the
"Murder Squad"). Dracott first became interested in the life of John Graves Simcoe when visiting
Toronto shortly after retirement. Dracott now lives near the home of John Graves Simcoe in
Devon, England.--This text refers to the paperback edition.From the Inside FlapA biography of
the legendary figure who was appointed the first lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada in 1791
and founded the town of York in 1792. --This text refers to the paperback edition.Read more
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Queen’s Rangers on The Army List.ACKNOWLEDGEMENTSINDEXINTRODUCTIONJohn
Graves Simcoe, the subject of this work, was a brilliant soldier and an imaginative tactician. He
rose in rank from humble ensign to lieutenant general in the British Army. He was also an
administrator of government, civil and military. His adult life divides into three phases.The first,
and probably the most heroic, was his service as a daring commander of the Queen’s Rangers,
a regiment of Provincial troops (men who remained loyal to the Crown) during the American
Revolution.Second came his service as the first lieutenant governor of Upper Canada (now
Ontario). This province was established in 1791 in what remained of British North America after
the Treaty of Separation of 1783, which gave the Thirteen Colonies their independence. In this



role he was the imaginative innovator, whose plans were often frustrated by budget-conscious
superiors.The third phase was his command of the Western District of England (mainly the
counties of Cornwall, Devon and part of Somerset) as the 19th century opened. Simcoe was
responsible for the defense of these counties in the face of constant threats from France; in fact,
he was the senior general on that part of the home front.PREFACETo tell the complete story of
John Graves Simcoe required the work of two authors, one resident in Britain, the other in
Canada. In the latter country, Simcoe is lionized as the founder of a province, but his military
acumen is often overlooked; in the former he is less well known, beyond a certain fame in the
vicinity of Honiton. He was a man of influence locally; his home, Wolford Lodge, was only a few
miles outside the town. Christopher Dracott is the Briton, resident near Hemyock, Devon, not far
from the site of the Simcoe house (that later burned down and was rebuilt). Mary Beacock Fryer
is the Canadian, resident in Ontario.Chris became fascinated by Simcoe after he retired as a
Detective Chief Superintendent at New Scotland Yard. In 1979, two things happened. He
purchased a home in Devon, and his son emigrated to Canada and settled in Toronto, Ontario. In
both places Chris discovered John Graves Simcoe.Mary, growing up in Brockville, Ontario,
became acquainted with Simcoe somewhat earlier. One of Simcoe’s associates during the
American Revolution was Christopher Billop, the colonel of the Staten Island Militia. Billop was a
second cousin by marriage of Mary’s American Loyalist great-great-great-grandfather, Caleb
Seaman. Caleb had enlisted in the cavalry troop of the New York Volunteers, a Provincial
regiment Simcoe knew well.Chris’s strength lies in his knowledge of Devon, his perception of the
countryside with its landmarks, and his access to records of Simcoe and his family’s many
friends who lived there. Some of the families still own the houses the Simcoes visited before and
after the Canada years. Chris is the present chairman of the John Graves Simcoe/Wolford
Chapel Advisory Committee. Mary is the author of several books on Provincial Corps of the
British Army, American revolutionary era. One is King’s Men: the soldier founders of Ontario. She
has also written of Simcoe’s wife, Elizabeth, and of their son Francis.1PART
IBEGINNINGSThroughout most of John Graves Simcoe’s life, a backdrop on the world’s stage
was the conflict between Great Britain and France. The hostilities embraced both the rivalry
between the two imperialist powers over North American colonies and the shifting alliances in
Europe. Simcoe’s childhood saw the triumph of Britain over France on the Plains of Abraham,
which ended with the loss of most of the French empire in the western hemisphere. That event
set the stage for the mood of independence that surfaced within Britain’s own Thirteen Colonies.
With the French menace largely gone, the colonists felt secure and ready to take control of their
own governments.The American success in turn helped spark the flame of republicanism in
imperial France, and the revolution that ended the French monarchy. The instability that followed
made France susceptible to the aspirations of a Corsican officer in the French Army named
Napoleon Bonaparte.Simcoe was directly involved in both the American Revolution and the
Napoleonic Wars: as a regimental commander in the British Army that attempted to subdue the
American rebels in arms, and as a defender of his home territory against French



invasion.ONE“YOUNG GRAVES”John Graves Simcoe was not a native Devonian. He was born
in the village of Cotterstock, Northamptonshire, on 25 February 1752, and baptized on 5 March
in the parish church of St. Andrew’s. His parents were Captain John Simcoe, Royal Navy, and
Katherine Stamford. He was their third child. Two elder brothers had died young. Pawlett William
was baptized at Cotterstock on 28 April 1750, and buried on 29 May. The second son, John, was
recorded as buried in 1751. A fourth son, Percy William, was born at Cotterstock in 1754.1For
John Graves’s godfather, Captain Simcoe chose his fellow captain in the Royal Navy, Samuel
Graves. A letter sent by Captain Graves, from Maddox Street in London on 9 May 1752 hints that
this son was called after his godfather, to distinguish him from Captain Simcoe. Closing his
letter, Captain Graves wrote that all sent compliments to “you and Mrs. Simcoe and infant
Graves.”2Captain John Simcoe had been born at Staindrop, County Durham, in January 1710.
His mother was Mary, and his father was William, a local parson. In 1730 John enlisted as a
midshipman in the Royal Navy, and by 1737 he had attained the rank of lieutenant. Ten years
later, in 1747, he was appointed captain of a frigate, HMS Prince Edward. That same year he
married Katherine Stamford in the Abbey Church of Walcott (or Walcot) in Bath, (now in Avon
County, but then in the county of Somerset).3In Georgian England, Bath was an exceedingly
popular place to visit. People from all over the country came to see the Roman Baths and to
“take the waters.” To go to Bath for the season was, in Georgian parlance, “all the ton” in society
circles. At the many parties and balls, mothers would introduce their unmarried daughters into
society, hoping to find eligible, preferably wealthy, husbands for them. Not so wealthy young men
would also be on the lookout for young heiresses to marry. Neither Katherine Stamford nor
Captain John Simcoe, were particularly wealthy, merely “comfortably placed.”In 1747 John
Simcoe was granted a coat of arms by the Garter and Clarencieux King of Arms. In the College
of Arms records he is shown as of Chelsea, in the County of Middlesex.4 At that time Chelsea
was a pleasant village situated on the banks of the River Thames, a short journey by road or
water from London. Chelsea is known worldwide for the Royal Hospital, being the home of the
Chelsea Pensioners in their distinctive red uniforms, the Chelsea Flower Show, even a football
club. How long John Simcoe lived in Chelsea is unknown, but by 1748 he and his wife had taken
up residence in Cotterstock, a delightful village in Northamptonshire. Their home was
Cotterstock Hall. According to notes made by their grandson, Henry Addington Simcoe, the
family “hired” Cotterstock Hall.5Very early, Captain Simcoe gave thought to the education and
future conduct of his two surviving sons. In 1754, when young Graves was only two and Percy a
babe in arms, he wrote down nineteen maxims entitled “Rules for your Conduct.”6 While some of
the advice was religious or sheer patriotism, much was common sense. He warned his sons that
he who did not learn to obey could never become qualified to command, and that an officer
should never order an inferior to perform any task he could not do himself. The captain may have
been aware that the life of a naval officer on active command might not be long. He needed to
leave his sons a legacy should he not be there to guide them.In 1756 war broke out between
Britain and France, (known as the French and Indian War in North America). By 1759, in his ship



Pembroke, Simcoe was sailing towards Quebec, escorting troop transports required for General
James Wolfe, commander of land forces. Aboard as the Pembroke’s sailing master was James
Cook, then being guided by Simcoe in the art of navigation. All summer Wolfe had been
bombarding the heavily fortified Beauport shore. With the coming of autumn, he had arrived at a
plan that would succeed, by moving his troops upriver in the smaller vessels of his fleet. He was
able to land them below the Plains of Abraham, thereby taking the French commander,
Montcalm, from behind and forcing his surrender. By that time Captain John Simcoe was dead.
He had contracted pneumonia in May, and had been buried at sea off the Island of Anticosti.
Young Graves was then only seven, and Percy five.7Captain John Simcoe did not leave a will,
and Letters of Administration granted to his wife were never administered. Further letters were
granted to John Graves Simcoe in March 1786, but no evidence suggests that Mrs. Katherine
Simcoe was a wealthy widow. She was comfortable no doubt, but no more than that.8 A
memorial placed in St. Andrew’s Church, Cotterstock, bears this inscription:To the memory of
John Simcoe Esq. late commander of His Majesty’s ship Pembroke who died in ye Royal
Service upon that important expedition against Quebeck in North America in the year 1759,
aged 45 years. He spent the greatest part of his life in the service of his King and Country ever
preferring the good of both to all private views. He was an accomplished officer esteemed for his
great abilities in naval and military affairs, of unquestioned bravery and wearied diligence. He
was an indulgent husband and tender parent and sincere friend, generous and benevolent to all.
So that his loss to the public as well as to his family cannot be too much regretted this
monument is erected in honour of his memory by his disconsolate widow Katherine Simcoe
1760. Underneath lie Pawlett William and John sons of the above John and Katherine
Simcoe.Captain Simcoe’s correct age was forty-nine, not forty-five. People rarely seemed to
keep accurate records of their ages in this period of history. Unfortunately the marriage entry at
Walcott does not give his age.Soon after the death of her husband, Katherine moved, with her
two young sons, to the cathedral city of Exeter, in Devon. When he was not at sea in his ship
HMS Duke, Captain Samuel Graves lived at Hembury Fort House, only a few miles from Exeter.
His intermittent presence probably had a bearing on her decision, although she may have had
other friends in the vicinity. Katherine had selected one of the most delightful cities in England.
Founded by the Romans c. A.D. 50, Exeter lay in the heart of the territory of the Celtic Dumnonii
tribe from whose name comes the County of Devon. The cathedral dates from the 14th century.
In the Cathedral Close, both Katherine and her elder son were destined to end their lives, but
exactly where they first lived in Exeter is unknown.John Graves became a pupil at the ancient
Exeter School and went from there to Eton in 1765. In later years he became a founding member
of the Exeter School Old Boys Association. 9 The year before he went to Eton, his young brother
Percy drowned in the River Exe. The Exeter Flying Post, dated 29 June 1764, reported the
tragedy:Last Thursday evening Master Simcoe about twelve years of age going into the water
with other boys was drowned at a place called Sandy Point between Exwick and Head Wear.
After he was taken out of the water endeavour was used for bringing him to life again by rubbing



his body with salt etc. etc. but without success.Quite likely his elder brother was one of the other
boys who went into the water. Even if he had not been a witness to the horror, the loss of young
Percy at age ten, not twelve, had a severe impact on him. Overnight he had become an only
child.On 16 September 1765, Simcoe entered historic Eton College, situated on the banks of
the River Thames near Windsor, in Berkshire. He was a medium-sized boy with dark hair and
brown eyes. He spoke with more than a hint of broad Devon, with traces of the Midlands.10 No
doubt, encouraged or coerced by the masters, he would soon lose much of his regional accent
and sound like a proper Etonian.His mother paid an entrance fee of two guineas. The school
records show that his tutor was Benjamin Heath, an assistant master at Eton from 1763 to 1771.
The Eton College Register reveals that Simcoe boarded in a house called “Gulliver’s.” The
“Dame” or keeper of the establishment was a lady named Bagwell.11 (Gulliver’s is now divided
into small family homes for the masters and is situated on the Eton side of the college
precinct.)Several of his fellow scholars were from Devon; two of them became his close friends.
The first, Vicary Gibbs, was the son of an Exeter surgeon, George Abraham Gibbs. The family
lived in Cathedral Close and there Vicary was born. When Gibbs left Eton, he went on to study
law. He became a distinguished advocate and at the peak of his career he was appointed as
England’s attorney general. He remained a lifelong firm friend of Simcoe’s.The second of his
particular friends was Jeremiah Mulles, son of a Dean of Exeter Cathedral. Like Gibbs, Milles
chose a legal career but he abandoned it quite early in life, following his marriage to a wealthy
heiress. Milles’s brother Thomas, also a lawyer, became another of Simcoe’s valued friends and
was one of several trustees of his will.12 A poem by William Boscawen written to “Colonel
Simcoe on his return from San Domingo” suggests that here was yet another close
friend.Simcoe was unlucky in his headmaster. Dr. John Foster was a brilliant classical scholar,
but very unpopular with the Eton boys, and a notorious flogger. A man of small stature, he was
also the son of an Oxford tradesman, and both features made him a subject of scorn by young
gentlemen. In his History of Eton College, C. M. Lyte described “The Rebellion of 1768” which
began on 2 November when Simcoe was in the fifth form.13 The cause of the outburst was,
apparently, a dispute between assistant masters and sixth-form “Praeposters” (who had
monitorial authority over fellow pupils). The dispute led to the sixth-form, together with some
boys from the fifth and fourth forms, marching from Eton to Maidenhead where they spent the
night at Marsh’s Inn, no doubt taking full advantage of the tavern’s hospitality.An account of the
whole incident was subsequently written by Jeremiah Milles, who was then in the sixth form.
(Milles’ account was a source for Lyte’s.) Whether Simcoe was involved is a matter of debate.
Certainly, events of his later life imply that if he stood up for himself as an adult, would he have
done any less as a youth? On 27 November 1768, Vicary Gibbs wrote, “I have a particular
reason for not saying anything of the rebellion. If I see you in the hollidays [sic] I will give you a
full account. Don’t mention this to anyone.”14This letter, addressed to Simcoe at Exeter, tends to
indicate that he was away from Eton at the time, or that Gibbs preferred not to discuss in writing
Simcoe’s role. Perhaps Gibbs’ legal instincts were already coming to the fore. He enquired



whether Simcoe intended returning to Eton, or going to Oxford sooner than he had
expected.William Boscawen’s poem to “Colonel Simcoe” suggests that both he and Simcoe
were deeply involved:With you [Simcoe] rebellion’s chance I triedOld Foster’s threats, his arm
defiedAnd dar’d his empire mockBut oh, how short our glory’s fateHow few escaped The
Block.15The rebellion occurred over 2–3 November, and Gibbs’s letter was dated the 27th. This
allowed time for Simcoe to have returned to Eton and, like many other rebels, taken Foster’s
flogging at the birching block, and to have arrived in Exeter before Gibbs was writing to him. Had
he simply gone home unpunished, Foster would undoubtedly have expelled him, a disgrace he
could not afford because it would damage his future prospects. He probably decided not to
return to Eton because, never a happy place, it had become intolerable to him.Simcoe
matriculated at Merton College, Oxford, on 4 February 1769. According to Alumnii Oxonienses,
Simcoe was a “Commoner” under Warden Henry Barton during what turned out to be a brief
stay at Oxford University. Many sixteen-year-olds are undecided over which career to pursue.
Close friends such as Gibbs and Milles, already contemplating the legal profession, were not
following in their fathers’ footsteps. At first, Simcoe, too, was leaning towards the law. On 10
February 1769, only days after matriculating at Oxford, he enrolled as a law student at Lincoln’s
Inn, one of London’s Inns of Court.16 These Inns are voluntary societies that have the power to
call law students to the English Bar to become barristers. Enrollment was the extent of Simcoe’s
aspirations.He might well have chosen a naval career, out of respect and admiration for the
father he scarcely knew. Never very strong, he may have decided, with his mother’s help, that life
at sea might prove too strenuous for him. Evidence indicates that he suffered from asthma and
bronchial difficulties later on, and in their letters his friends often enquired about his violent
headaches. On the other hand, an overwhelming desire to make his own mark might have led
him to an allied profession rather than into direct competition with Captain John Simcoe.
Whatever his reasoning, his mother purchased an ensign’s commission for him in the 35th
Regiment of Foot. The commission was dated 27 April 1770, when he was eighteen years of
age.17Some secondary sources recount that Simcoe spent time with a military tutor after he left
Oxford. He may have done so, or filled the fifteen-month gap studying history, his favourite
subject. Equally well his choice of the army may have been influenced by a somewhat older man
and close friend. Edward Drewe was already serving as a lieutenant with the 35th. Some records
of this regiment are missing, but it was stationed at Plymouth, Devon, in December 1769, four
months before Simcoe received his first commission. When, on 12 March 1774, Simcoe was
promoted to lieutenant, again by purchase of the commission, Drewe was promoted to
captain.18 Drewe’s father, also named Edward, was a brother of another friend, Francis Drewe
(1712-1773) of the Grange and Broadhembury.19 Edward Jr. was an outspoken critic of certain
absurd aspects of the training stressed in military manuals, and of the inappropriate uniforms
designed by some of the wealthy colonels. Such officers purchased their commissions and
designed and paid for the regimental dress from their own pockets. Somewhere, Simcoe
learned, field uniforms at least should be chosen for practicality and safety, ideas which Drewe



advocated.Whatever his reasons, Simcoe had chosen a profession in which he could excel. He
might have made an equally competent lawyer, but he might also have found that he preferred
the field of battle to that in the courtroom. Perhaps the most telling comment came from Vicary
Gibbs, who wrote to Simcoe on 2 August 1775: “as it was impossible for us both to reach the
highest pitch of glory in the same profession our good fortune ordained that you should alter
your original intention and prefer the field to the forum.20TWO“THE FIELD, NOT THE
FORUM”Simcoe passed the first four years of his military career in England, Wales, and Ireland.
For him life was pleasant, and not too demanding, even though he was conscientious about
learning his job. He was able to spend a reasonable amount of time in his home city of Exeter,
enjoying a busy social life and making new friends. In 1773 he became a Freemason, joining the
Union Lodge, which met at the Globe Tavern in Cathedral Close. (The Globe was destroyed by
enemy action during the Second World War.) One of his proposers for the Freemasons was
“Brother Cholwich,” a member of a well known and respected Devon family. A boy named
Cholwich who had been at Eton with Simcoe was probably this same person. Apart from these
early references, little evidence suggests that Simcoe was a particularly active member.1When
he was travelling around the country with his regiment, he maintained a regular correspondence
with friends. Extant letters, in collections, of those received by Simcoe, give much insight into the
activities of his friends, as well as his own. On 18 April 1774, Jeremiah Milles wrote to Simcoe,
who was then serving in Wales, outlining his ambitions to be a barrister, describing his many
visits to Exeter, and bringing his friend up to date on happenings in that city. Milles also
mentioned Simcoe’s forthcoming journey from Wales to Ireland.2By that time, Simcoe had
received his promotion, by purchase, to lieutenant in the 35th Foot.3 He would be going to
Ireland because his regiment had received a posting to the garrison at Dublin. In certain parts of
Ireland, garrison duty meant being among hostile people, particularly in Roman Catholic areas.
Dublin, however, was a popular posting because of the social life that revolved around the
“court” of the lord lieutenant and the commander of British forces.Another friend, James White
wrote, in July 1774, addressing his letter to Simcoe at Dublin Barracks. White was responding to
a letter in which Simcoe outlined his military wanderings in Snowdonia, North Wales. He also
reminded Simcoe of his portrait, before which White would often stand and contemplate. White
did not say where the picture was located, but most likely it hung in Mrs. Simcoe’s home. The
earliest known portrait of Simcoe is a full length one, showing him, at about aged twenty, as an
ensign in the 35th (Royal Sussex) Regiment, hair powdered, red coat faced orange, with silver
lace. The portrait was attributed to the artist Zoffany. 4 (A copy of the ensign portrait is now in the
Samuel E. Weir collection at Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario.)Vicary Gibbs wrote Simcoe on 28
April 1774. Still at Oxford and hoping to receive his Bachelor’s degree by Christmas, Gibbs also
admitted contemplating Simcoe’s likeness. He recalled that it was in “Mrs. Simcoe’s room.”
Gibbs mentioned his own health problems — pains in his chest, which he attributed to a
“sedentary life.” He still intended to study law. If Simcoe had second thoughts about leaving
Oxford, he had no cause for regrets; military leadership seemed tailored for him. Gibbs wrote



again in November, complaining of having been laid up with a fever after travelling around the
country on horseback. He also mentioned Simcoe’s talent for writing poetry. While some might
belittle the strength of his muse, undaunted, he continued to write poems through his lifetime.
Aware of Simcoe’s deep interest in military heros, Gibbs discussed the campaigns of Alexander
and Caesar. In a letter Milles sent early in 1775, he made reference to his friend’s “violent
headaches.” Simcoe’s health worsened over the ensuing years, but it rarely prevented him
zealously carrying out his duties.5By the time Simcoe received this letter, the vast differences
between Great Britain and her Thirteen Colonies in North America were coming to a head.
Difficulties were centred on Boston, the most important trading port on the Atlantic seaboard. On
5 March 1770 the Boston Massacre had inflamed feelings against British troops. The Boston
Tea Party, on 16 December 1773, was a strong protest against any “taxation without
representation.” Dressed as “Indians,” certain Bostonians boarded the cargo ships, removed the
tea and threw it into the harbour. In response, Parliament passed the Boston Port Bill in May
1774. Boston would be shut down until the colonists had paid for the destroyed tea. In July the
government dispatched a fleet under the command of Simcoe’s godfather, Samuel Graves, a
rear admiral since 1772. By the time the fleet began an attempted blockade of the port, Graves
had been placed in command of the American Station of the Royal Navy and promoted vice
admiral.6Meanwhile, the army was mobilising to reinforce the British garrison at Boston, as well
as major key points. Among the many troops, the 35th Regiment embarked in transports bound
for Boston. On 17 June more than 2,000 British troops under Generals William Howe, Henry
Clinton, and John Burgoyne set out to drive away hordes of rebels who were entrenching
themselves on high points around Boston, including Breed’s Hill and Dorchester Heights. Badly
mauled on Breed’s Hill, the British force retired after driving away the rebels. Part of the 35th
Regiment was with the British defenders, but Simcoe was still aboard his transport and did not
land until the 19th. Captain Edward Drewe, who was with the men of the 35th at Breed’s Hill, was
severely wounded and soon invalided home. What became known as the Battle of Bunker Hill
was in fact fought on Breed’s Hill, which the rebels had fortified by mistake; they had been
ordered to place the defences on Bunker Hill.Admiral Graves’s efforts to close the port at Boston
were being thwarted. He arrived with an inadequate fleet, too few ships for the purpose, and
many of them unsuitable. The large war ships carried heavy guns appropriate to bombarding the
city, but he required small maneuverable vessels to patrol the many points that allowed rebel-
owned small boats, often oared, to slip through unchecked.7On 22 June, Simcoe wrote his first
letter home to his mother and gave his own interpretation of events at Breed’s Hill. Like Britons
and Loyalists, he never referred to the enemy as “Patriots” but as “rebels”:Dear Madam,We
arrived here on the 19th being the last ship of the fleet. Two days before our arrival the dreadful
scene of civil war commenced, for at a distance we saw the flames of Charlestown [today part of
Boston] and steered into harbour by it’s [sic] direction.On our arrival we learned that the rebels
had taken possession of the heights on the opposite side, from whence the town at that time
was blockaded by numbers, was endangered. To force this was absolutely necessary and it was



done in the most glorious manner — an action by the confession of veteran jealousy that
exceeds whatever had before happened in America and equalled the legends of romance. It
proves to me how very narrow are the limits of experience. Our light infantry was commanded by
Drewe, whose behaviour was such as outdoes any panegyrick by every confession.8Simcoe
hoped the “check” at Breed’s/Bunker Hill would lead to an “effectual reconciliation” with the
rebels. Like many officers, particularly those of very senior rank, Simcoe thought the “civil war”
would be of short duration.Edward Drewe was so moved by his experience at the battle, and by
his friendship with John Graves Simcoe, that he wrote a lengthy poem about both subjects. His
work was included in a collection of poems published in 1792 by their mutual friend, the West
Country historian, Richard Polwhele. He described Drewe’s effort as an “Elegaic Piece.” Drewe
followed with a short statement, “On the authors leaving Boston in 1775 for the cure of his
wounds sustained at Bunkers Hill.” A few verses serve to show the strength of the relationship
between himself and Simcoe:Oh Dorilas and must we part?Alas the fatal dayand must I leave
thee, generous youthand tempt the raging sea?Must we entwine the firmest link,In friendship’s
golden chain?‘Tis so stern Destiny decrees;and friendship pleads in vain.In infancy, ere reason
dawn’dWe felt her sacred beam‘twas Love instinctive filled the spotWhere now dwells pure
esteemAnd as we ripen’d into manthat love was still the same;Save that the spark, in childhood
nursedGlow’d with a stronger flame.Say, had thy Edward e’er a griefThat was not mourned by
thee:Or hadst thou e’er a secret joyWhich brightens not in me?Each thought each act, seem’d
but to flowFrom one united mind;So close had friendship’s magic pow’rOur mutual hearts
entwined.When late fell Discord, rear’d her torchO’er Boston’s hapless land;Unmov’d we left our
weeping friendsAt Honour’s high Command.9More of the same followed. Theirs was indeed a
close relationship. Fortunately, the two lived in an age where such words dedicated by one man
to another did not imply anything other than true and loyal friendship.While Drewe was returning
home, Simcoe remained in Boston. He was full of suggestions for the conduct of the war. In the
journal he later published, writing in the third person, he advocated, among other innovations,
recruitment of “negroes” and making full use of the loyal colonists:His intimate connection with
that most upright and zealous officer the late Admiral Graves who commanded at Boston in the
year 1775 and some services which he was pleased to entrust him with, brought him acquainted
with many of the American Loyalists; from them he learned the practability of raising troops in the
country whenever it should be opened to the King’s forces; and the propriety of such a measure
appeared to be self evident. He therefore importuned Admiral Graves to ask General Gage that
he might enlist such negroes as were in Boston and with them put himself under the direction of
Sir James Wallace, who was actively engaged in Rhode Island, and to whom that colony had
opposed negroes: adding to the Admiral who seemed surprised at his request, “that he
entertained no doubt he should soon exchange them for whites.” Gen. Gage, the Admiral’s
application informed him that the negroes were, not sufficiently numerous to be servicable and
he had other employments for those at Boston.10By the autumn of 1775, Admiral Graves’s
recommendations did not carry much weight. He was discredited when he failed to stop traffic in



and out of Boston harbour, even though the fault lay with the inadequacy of his fleet. London
bureaucrats rarely understood the exigencies of conditions in the field. However, the War Office
was making plans to recruit white-skinned loyal colonials and copper-skinned aboriginal tribes.
The British Indian Department would strive to keep the native warriors on the side of the Crown.
Loyalists would be recruited to serve in Provincial Corps of the British Army. Four military
departments would be established in places where the army could be in firm control, a safe
haven for provincials when not operating against the rebels.New York City, on Manhattan Island,
as well as Long island and Staten Island, would form the Central Department, which would be in
command of the other departments. The Northeastern would be Nova Scotia, headquarters in
Halifax. The Northern Department would be the Province of Canada, headquarters Quebec City.
The Southern would be Florida, headquarters Saint Augustine. Provincial Corps would be
attached to each department. The first task facing the British Army would be capturing and
securing New York. In October, General Gage resigned. He had never liked fighting against the
people whom he regarded as his own. The new commander in chief in North America was
General William Howe.On 27 December 1775, Simcoe purchased a captaincy in the 40th Foot.
He required alterations to his uniform. His facings would now be buff, his lace of gold.11 He
would command the Grenadier Company, a post that usually went to the senior captain. The
Grenadiers were the tallest and strongest men in the regiment, intended to be sent in wherever a
position needed to be strengthened. Minimum height for a grenadier was five feet, nine inches,
and where possible all commissioned officers would be that tall. However, in the Britain of the
late 18th century rules could be broken owing to corruption within the system. Having the funds,
or knowing the right people, could override the rules. Admiral Graves may have been the one to
help out, as Simcoe may not have met the height requirements. Boot heels and a tall bearskin
cap would, of course, mask a certain shortcoming.News soon arrived from Jeremiah Milles, who
wrote from London’s Inner Temple. He informed Simcoe that Edward Drewe had been made a
Freeman of the City of Exeter for his exploits at Bunker/Breed’s Hill. Milles wrote again in March,
by which time his father had purchased him a set of chambers in Lincoln’s Inn, heartland of the
legal profession. Milles had decided to call a spare room in his chambers “Simcoe’s apartment.”
Simcoe had certainly inspired loyalty in his friends. He himself, despite supervising the training
of his grenadiers, had considerable time for letter writing.In January 1776, Admiral Graves was
recalled, owing to his failure to carry out orders from London. The fault still lay with the home
government, who were blind to his problems, and had never allowed him enough equipment to
perform adequately. The new naval commander was Admiral Richard Howe, the commander in
chief’s brother. In Boston the British Army had reached a stalemate. With land routes firmly in
rebel hands, General Howe began making plans to evacuate the army by sea. The evacuation of
the army was accelerated when the rebels brought guns from the recently captured Fort
Ticonderoga, and seized Dorchester Heights that overlooked the city.While the army in Boston
was pinned down, the action had moved to an attempt by the rebels, under Richard Montgomery
and Benedict Arnold, to capture Canada. Montgomery had moved from Lake Champlain and the



Richelieu River to Montreal. Arnold had led an expedition from the Kennebec River, in what is
now Maine, directly towards the fortress of Quebec, overlooking the St. Lawrence. An attack on
New Year’s Eve failed. Montgomery was killed, and Arnold wounded. Later, Arnold led a retreat
to Montreal to await reinforcements.Meanwhile, in Boston, accommodation for troops and
officers alike was crowded. On 13 March, Simcoe wrote to his mother:It is past two o’clock in the
morning. I am Captain of our Picquet [party of sentries]. In one corner of the room on one half of
my bed made (luxury indeed) of clean straw, lies an officer asleep with his feet towards the fire.
He snores, but not in one drone, but in several modulations. My bayonet is stuck in the table, the
socket of which serves as a candlestick to the night light. One half of my chair is now burning in
the fire and the other, when I shall have finished this letter will be applied to the same use,
serving rather to light the room than to warm it, there being no want of fuel from a multitude of
wooden houses and coal. Underneath me is a Capt. Bradstreets: on the same floor my company
repose almost drowning the solo of my companion with an almost anti-musical concert.
Scattered in the room lie many excellent and valuable books, picked up in the street by my
sergeant, where they were thrown in the trunk that contained them to form part of a
barricade.12One can hear, even smell, that small room somewhere in Boston. Simcoe, a lover of
books, was affronted by such wanton destruction of so valuable a resource. Odd is his reference
to his bayonet. Officers were not expected to carry them nor to make use of muskets; that was
for the rank and file, although officers of flank companies carried fusils. On 17 March, four days
after Simcoe had finished his letter, the British Army began to evacuate Boston. Guarded by
Admiral Howe’s ships of war, and riding in unarmed transports, the troops moved to Halifax, to
be ready for a renewed assault on the colonies.Reinforcements arrived in Quebec from Britain,
before much help reached Benedict Arnold. The military governor of Canada, General Guy
Carleton, had cleared the province of rebels by June. Among his officers were the Baron von
Riedesel, commander of German troops, and John Burgoyne, who had been on a leave of
absence from Boston. Americans still scornfully refer to all the Germans as “Hessians” and
mercenaries. However, they were also subjects of King George III in his capacity as Elector of
Hanover.In July Jeremiah Milles wrote again, noting that Simcoe’s comrade in arms, Edward
Drewe, could usually be seen in Moll’s Coffee House in Cathedral Close. By that time the British
Army was leaving Halifax, bound for the relief of New York City, and General George Washington
had taken command of the rebels’ Continental Army. On 4 July the rebels proclaimed their
Declaration of Independence. A few weeks later an expedition under General Henry Clinton
failed to capture Charleston, South Carolina.In August General Howe opened his campaign
against New York and New Jersey. On the 27th the British drove the rebels out of Long Island. By
15 September, following the Battle of Harlem Heights, Howe had occupied New York City.
Simcoe’s future friend, General Alexander Leslie, commanded the British troops at Harlem
Heights. Howe could now establish his Central Department. On 28 October, Howe and Leslie
drove Washington out of White Plains, north of New York on the Hudson River. The 40th
Regiment was involved in most of these actions, but Simcoe did not leave a record of his



participation. In the midst of the energetic campaign, Simcoe’s mother, Katherine, died. The
Exeter Flying Post in the 28 June issue reported: “Saturday last died at her house in the Close
Mrs. Simcoe, much lamented by her friends.”13When or how Simcoe received the news is not
known, but Jeremiah Milles wrote a letter of condolence dated 19 October 1776. Milles reported
that his brother, Dick, had been ordained by the Bishop of Exeter, and that a mutual friend,
Tobias Cholwich, was standing for Parliament. This was probably the “Brother Cholwich” who
had proposed Simcoe as a Freemason several years earlier. On his part, while grieving at being
unable to comfort his mother in her last days, Simcoe was very much occupied with the war and
he had scant time to dwell on events at home. Early in 1777 Simcoe received several important
letters from Devonshire. One was from William Pitfield, a friend of the family and the apothecary
responsible for drugs at Exeter Hospital. Pitfield, who was among the city’s leading citizens, was
in charge of some of Mrs. Simcoe’s affairs. In a letter of condolence he wrote:Your poor mother’s
death was truly a release her last disorders were so exceedingly painful that no friend could wish
her continuance. She made all provisions a good woman could for the payment of her
debts.14Pitfield sought Simcoe’s instructions regarding a woman named Tozer, who had been in
his mother’s service and in receipt of an annuity from her. He wondered whether Simcoe wished
to continue the annuity, although Pitfield thought that this was not necessary. Mrs. Simcoe also
owed Pitfield £100. He had been able to sell some of her effects for £50, and he requested
Simcoe to send him a draft for the balance. Little evidence suggests that Mrs. Simcoe was more
than comfortably off. The sum of £950 for her son’s captaincy must have been a considerable
drain. (The cost of the captaincy was £1,500, but he would have obtained £550 from the sale of
his lieutenancy.)Also corresponding with Simcoe at this time was Admiral Samuel Graves. On
his return to England he had gone into virtual retirement at Hembury Fort House, near Honiton in
east Devon. Graves admitted to his godson that he had no further naval ambitions and was
content to remain at his country estate. Widowed some years before, he had then married in
1769 Miss Margaret Spinckes of Aldwinkle, Northamptonshire, an heiress in her own right.
Growing up in Aldwinkle with her grandmother, Jemima Steward Spinckes, was Miss Elizabeth
Gwillim, a wealthy girl who was orphaned at birth. Her father, Colonel Thomas Gwillim, had died
on duty in Germany sometime after she was conceived. Elizabeth was baptized on 22
September 1762. Her mother was buried on the 23rd.15 She was a frequent visitor to Hembury
Fort House, and almost from the start the admiral looked upon her as a future Mrs. Simcoe. In
May 1776, her fourteenth year, her Grandmother Spinckes died. Miss Gwillim then came to
reside most of the time in Devonshire with the Graves.On 11 September 1777, the 40th
Regiment was involved in the hard-fought and costly British success on the banks of the
Brandywine Creek, in Pennsylvania, not far from Philadelphia. Simcoe was severely wounded,
but the nature of these wounds was not revealed. Some of the highest casualties on that
campaign were borne by a Provincial Corps called the Queen’s Rangers. Many British officers
were scornful of the colonials, but the most astute recognised that the guerrilla hit-and-run
tactics at which the Provincials excelled, could do far more damage against the rebels than set-



piece battles of the European manner. Simcoe was one of the latter. His conviction grew as word
arrived that General “Gentleman Johnny” Burgoyne was in trouble. He was in command of an
army of British, German, Canadian and Provincial troops that had descended from
Montreal.Popular myth states that Burgoyne was supposed to come south and affect a junction
with General Howe, who would come north towards Albany. In fact, Burgoyne was aware, before
he left Canada, that Howe would move on Philadelphia. Burgoyne’s orders were that he was to
reach Albany and place himself under Howe’s command. Military etiquette decreed that General
Carleton, now Sir Guy, could not lead the expedition because he was senior to Howe.16 A junior
general was required because New York (province/state) was Howe’s territory.By October,
Burgoyne found his army surrounded and outnumbered at Saratoga. On the 17th he
surrendered to rebel General Horatio Gates. Howe had taken Philadelphia on 26 September,
since when Simcoe had been convalescing in that city. So was the commander of the Queen’s
Rangers, Major James Wemyss. The corps was temporarily under Lieutenant Colonel John
Randolph Grymes, but headquarters was considering a permanent replacement for Wemyss. At
age twenty-five Captain John Graves Simcoe saw his opportunity.PART IITHE DASHING
PARTISANThe American Revolutionary War lasted from 1776, with the Declaration of
Independence, until after the Treaty of Separation in 1783. The war was not confined to Britain
and her rebelling colonies. Both sides acquired allies, which complicated the tensions.In May
1776, the Continental Congress, the rebels’ governing body to conduct the war, sent a mission
to Paris, led by Benjamin Franklin, in quest of support. In August, Britain began recruiting in
several German states. In April 1777, the young French aristocrat, the Marquis de Lafayette,
arrived in the colonies with a party of French volunteers. Spain declared war on Britain in June
1779, on the assurance that France would help her recover Gibraltar.In 1780, France, Spain,
Austria, Prussia, Denmark, and Sweden formed a League of Armed Neutrality, and in November,
Britain declared war on Holland to prevent that country joining the league. Britain was also
fighting in India to prevent the French, Dutch and Portuguese, or Indians, seizing the assets of
the East India Company. Empress Catherine II (The Great) of Russia was also in a conquering
mood.Britain recruited Germans, and then Loyalists resident in the colonies, as a source of
support for the limited number of British regular troops she could commit to North America. They
were organised into four military departments, established as headquarters for the conduct of
the war. Along the frontier were aboriginal nations who traded with the officers of the British
Indian Department stationed at Niagara, Detroit and other posts. Encouraging Indians to take to
the war path was fairly simple. They resented the way frontiersmen were encroaching on the
lands that had been guaranteed, by treaty, to be closed to white settlement.The rebel
Continental Congress established the Continental Army, regulars commanded by George
Washington. Militia units in the various colonies, usually dating from before the rebellion began,
tended to support the Continentals, but they were divided. Some units were served joined
Provincial Corps of the British Army that were stationed in the military departments — troops
that took to the field against the rebels, sometimes with British regulars, at other times by



themselves. Loyalists resident close to department headquarters turned out with the militia when
such headquarters were threatened with attack. A few units, the Staten Island Militia, for
example, left their home turf. Several times they crossed into New Jersey to do battle with the
rebels. The longer the war continued, the greater was British dependence on her loyal
Provincials, a fact seldom understood. Afterwards, British officers often blamed the failure of the
war on the lack of Loyalist support, but in fact it was considerable.THREETHE GREEN
JACKETSJohn Graves Simcoe’s Queen’s Rangers had the reputation as one of the most
effective regiments that served the British cause during the American Revolutionary War. Among
others in the Central Military Department who qualified for such praise was the British Legion,
led by Banastre Tarleton. Author Stephen Jenkins called Simcoe, Tarleton, Andreas Emmerich
and Oliver DeLancey “the ablest and most dashing partisans of the British army….”1 The first
two, an enterprising, daring Simcoe and a positively reckless Tarleton, were British professional
officers; Emmerich and DeLancey were Americans, the first of Dutch/German descent, the
second of a French Huguenot family. Emmerich led “Chasseurs,” riflemen; DeLancey raised
three battalions of infantry and held Provincial rank as a brigadier general. With a few exceptions
the men who followed all four regimental commanders were Americans who had remained loyal
to the King.At first, green was the colour of the coats worn by Provincial Corps. These corps
were inferior to the British regular regiments; they were not included in The Army List. Officers of
like rank were considered one rank lower than officers in regular units. At first, they were not
entitled to receive half-pay when their corps were reduced, nor were they entitled to pensions if
they were disabled. In the case of Simcoe and Tarleton, both were on The Army List, but with the
ranks they held in the army, or in their regular regiments.As time passed, and many of the
Provincial Corps proved their worth, benefits were gradually extended, and officers and men
were issued with red coats of the British regulars. Not every regimental commander welcomed
the change to red. One who rejected this supposed honour was John Graves Simcoe. Men
operating as irregulars were safer in green, which was bright in the springtime, at the start of the
yearly campaigns, and faded so that it blended into autumn foliage. Green had other advantages
as well. Certain rebel regiments also wore green, and Simcoe’s Rangers were able to move
among the enemy without being identified automatically as British soldiers. At first, the corps
was light infantry. Gradually, light cavalry — Simcoe chose to call them “Hussars” — were
added, and a kilted Highland company uniformed in “old government” tartan, the sett first worn
by the Black Watch following the Jacobite rising of 1745-46. Even then, all the Queen’s Rangers
retained their green jackets.2When Banastre Tarleton received command of the British Legion, a
combined force of infantry and cavalry, he, too, retained green coats. Thus the men of the British
Legion were nicknamed “Tarleton”s Greens.”3ROBERT ROGERS AND THE FIRST AND
SECOND QUEEN’S RANGERSThe name Queen’s Rangers originated during the Seven Years’
War, when the legendary Robert Rogers (1731-1795) received a warrant to raise companies of
rangers to operate with greater mobility than conventional infantry. They were uniformed, as far
as is known, in green. (Rogers was the recipient of the Hollywood treatment in the 1940 film



Northwest Passage, based on the book by Kenneth Roberts. Spencer Tracey played Rogers,
sporting a little cap, blue but, in shape, similar to those worn by American soldiers in the Second
World War. It in no way resembled any hat thought to have been used by 18th century
rangers.)Rogers did not invent ranger methods; these had been used on the American frontier
for some years, but he did perfect their tactics. The first requirement for a ranger was that he be
able to endure severe hardship for long periods of time, miles from the comforts of civilisation.
Whereas most regular troops and Provincials went into winter quarters when the weather turned
bitter, rangers often operated all year round. In summer they marched or travelled in whaleboats,
bateaux or canoes; in winter they used sleighs, skates or snowshoes.4On scouting missions
rangers walked widely spread out to prevent more than one being a target for an enemy
marksman. When crossing swampy ground, they marched abreast to confound trackers. They
made camp after dark on a spot where sentries would have a clear view of the enemy and could
not be surprised. When several hundred were out together, they marched in three columns, the
outer ones some twenty yards from the middle one. Men so spread out were difficult to surround.
They were adept at setting up an ambush — what Simcoe wrote as “ambuscade.”5Following the
peace of 1763, Rogers entered into several enterprises that brought him into disrepute. He spent
some time in England, where he was imprisoned for debt. After his debts had been paid by his
brother James, Robert returned to North America in 1775. Viewed with suspicion by the rebels,
he was confined in Philadelphia, from which he had escaped by 6 July. He made his way to
Staten Island, where the British fleet had arrived, and General William Howe was about to land
his army. From Howe, Rogers received a warrant, dated in August 1776, to raise a new regiment
of Queen’s Rangers.The corps was enlarged when the Royal Governor of Virginia, Lord
Dunmore, arrived at New York bringing with him the Queen’s Loyal Virginia Regiment, which
amalgamated with the Queen’s Rangers. With the recruits Rogers’s agents had found in New
York and New Jersey and the Virginians, the regiment was close to full strength, 500 men.
During the winter of 1776-77, Rogers relinquished command of the corps, possibly through loss
of interest. The corps was employed on garrison duty in New York City, work that had scant
appeal for this man of action. 6 Sent to guard the outpost at Maroneck, Connecticut, the
Rangers were badly mauled on 21 October and forced to evacuate their position. An inspector
general appointed to report on the Provincial units, found that the Queen’s Rangers were in very
poor condition.7During the Seven Years’ War, Rogers had treated his men as equals, but by
1776 he had undergone a personality change, possibly owing to alcoholism. Serving with the
Rangers was William Jarvis. When his cousin, Stephen Jarvis, wished to transfer to the Rangers
from the South Carolina Loyalists, Robert Rogers’ behaviour gave him second thoughts:I set off
to apply to Mr. [William] Jarvis to procure an exchange; when to my great surprise I saw the Lt.
Col. of this Regt., who was mounted, attack the Sentinel, at his Marquee, and beat him most
unmercifully with his cane, over the head and shoulders. After viewing this transaction I wheeled
about, took my knapsack, and marched off with my Regt., without even taking leave of my
relations.8After command of the corps passed to James Wemyss, who had come from Simcoe’s



own 40th Regiment, training began in earnest. In the previous autumn, the experienced Prussian
officer, Baron Wilhelm von Knyphausen, had arrived from Europe with 4,500 German troops,
and General Howe gave him the command of a division. After Major James Wemyss succeeded
Robert Rogers, Howe assigned the Queen’s Rangers to von Knyphausen’s division. Howe’s
expedition reached Philadelphia via Chesapeake Bay in ships, and over land, by 26 September.
Washington was to the north of the city. Howe left Henry Clinton in command and taking von
Knyphausen’s division, 9,000 strong, led an expedition to Germantown, seven miles off, to keep
Washington’s army at bay. On 4 October the two armies met. After heavy fighting Washington
withdrew. At the Battle of Germantown, Major James Wemyss received the wound that opened
the way for John Graves Simcoe. On 15 October, at Philadelphia, Howe gave him the command
with the local (Provincial) rank of major, although he remained, for the time being a captain in the
British Army. The Queen’s Rangers were then encamped outside Germantown, and there
Simcoe proceeded the next morning. Before long the army learned that both Howe and Clinton
had been knighted, Howe for capturing New York, and Clinton as a peace offering because
Burgoyne, not he, had been given command of the expedition from Canada.SIMCOE’S
REGIMENTMeanwhile, since his wounding at Brandywine, Simcoe’s health had improved. He
now felt well able to assume the active command of the Queen’s Rangers. With Howe secure in
Philadelphia, Washington set up his winter quarters at Valley Forge, some twenty miles farther
up the Schuylkill River. The stage was set for gruelling campaigns that were designed for ranger
techniques. The North American colonies were thinly populated. Vast stretches of the seaboard
colonies were still heavily wooded. Wagon roads were few, but the countryside was criss-
crossed by forest trails bordered by suitable cover. Light troops, whether on foot or mounted,
could avoid main roads, move along trails and launch surprise attacks or circle round to cut off
the enemy or to attack flanks.The Queen’s Rangers had lost heavily, both at Brandywine and at
Germantown. Simcoe’s first task was to bring his corps up to strength again. While stationed in
Philadelphia he acquired his company of thirty kilted Highlanders. From North Carolina, they had
been captured at the fiasco at Moore’s Creek Bridge in February 1776. An army of rebels had
ambushed men belonging to the North Carolina Loyalists, killing many and sending more as
prisoners to Philadelphia. Nearly all were Jacobites, but they nevertheless chose to serve
“German Geordie.” Early in 1778, Simcoe was able to form his first troop of thirty cavalrymen —
the light cavalry he preferred to call Hussars. After a German Jaeger’s “friendly fire” killed one of
his riders because his cap resembled too closely those of the rebel cavalry, Simcoe selected a
distinctive high cap so that his side would instantly recognise one of their own.9He had a feel for
the effective use of light infantry, and cavalry as well. He also formed a company of grenadiers
who would be useful in following up where the lighter troops made openings. In his Journal
Simcoe specified much that Robert Rogers had written for the first Queen’s Rangers. The men
must be very fit, and able to operate independently. When moving as a regiment, they to travel in
three divisions, 100 yards apart. From Philadelphia, the Rangers were employed protecting local
farmers who brought in supplies, and in attacking Washington’s outposts, taking prisoners in



many short skirmishes with rebel patrols. He claimed that his infantry could march ninety miles in
a week, and the cavalry could cover more ground.10He added some rifles as sharpshooters to
his corps. Rifles had a longer range and were more accurate than muskets, but they also took
longer to load. At that time riflemen were not equipped with bayonets, which prevented them
joining other foot soldiers in a follow-up charge. Most of his light infantrymen carried muskets
and socketed bayonets that they attached to their weapons. Discharging of muskets was usually
the preliminary to charging with the bayonet, a technique that demanded considerable practice.
When not on patrol, the Rangers trained constantly, not the parade-ground drill of the regular
regiments but to operate in the fields or woods, learning the means of attack and defense, how
to make use of cover, and to give support to one another. Rangers were also expected to behave
well. Simcoe frequently cautioned them against mistreating prisoners or plundering, which would
make them unpopular with the civilian population. He also kept a book on the conduct of the
men, noting cases of drinking, which would also make Rangers offensive to the enemy. Guards,
traditionally, were supervised by sergeants. Simcoe ordered commissioned officers to assume
this duty, as the “Vigilance of Gentlemen” was superior to that of non-commissioned
officers.11In February 1778, word reached Howe that General “Mad Anthony” Wayne was out
with a large force foraging for General Washington. Howe dispatched the Queen’s Rangers and
the 42nd Regiment to intercept Wayne. They first took up a position at Haddonfield, then fell
back to Cooper’s Ferry on the Delaware River, where under cover of thick woods they formed a
defensive line. Some of Simcoe’s Hussars went forward to lure the rebels towards the concealed
British. The kilted 42nd attacked while the Rangers cut round the enemy left to hit them on the
flank. The enemy were driven back in confusion. By then bad news arrived. France had formed
an alliance with the Continental Congress, and in the spring would be sending a fleet carrying
regular soldiers to come to Washington’s aid.Sir William Howe soon resigned, and Sir Henry
Clinton became the new commander in chief. Clinton realised that he could not hold both
Philadelphia and New York with the troops he had, and in June he began to evacuate the former.
The withdrawal to New York would be by land, because he had not sufficient transports to carry
some 20,000 troops. The army set out in two columns, the Queen’s Rangers as the vanguard of
the left column, skirmishing along the way. Washington followed after Clinton hoping for a
chance to attack.Near Allentown, about halfway, Lieutenant Wickham, of the Hussars, and
Simcoe, while reconnoitering, encountered two men who approached, mistaking them for
American officers. Wickham promptly introduced Simcoe as “Colonel Lee” — Henry Lee,
Washington’s cavalry commander. One said he had a son in Lee’s corps, and the two proceeded
to tell Simcoe just what he longed to know. Then, when one wondered aloud what Sir Henry
Clinton was doing, Simcoe replied, as he took them prisoners: “You can ask him yourself, for we
are British.”12Colonel Henry Lee, nicknamed “Light Horse Harry,” was a true Virginia gentleman,
whom Simcoe soon held in high regard. (He was also the father of another Virginia gentleman,
Robert Edward Lee, who surrendered the Confederate Army to Ulysses Grant at Appomattox in
1865.)13On 27 June the Queen’s Rangers attacked a rebel patrol, then discovered 700 militia



coming towards them. They attacked and the militia fled, but Simcoe was wounded. The wound
was not life threatening but the pain was “excruciating” and compelled him to retire. Captain
Arthur Ross took temporary command. A heat wave struck and by the 28th when 6,000 of
Washington’s force attacked the British rear the heat had become horrendous. When more of
Washington’s forces arrived, the two armies joined at Monmouth. Simcoe was still off duty for the
battle in which Washington had 142 killed and 300 wounded (37 dead of sunstroke). Of Clinton’s
troops 190 were killed, 390 wounded, and 57 died from sunstroke. The Queen’s Rangers and
other light infantry had penetrated so far into Washington’s army that Clinton had to send two
more battalions to extricate them all.14On 5 July the Rangers, with Simcoe recovered and again
in command, reached Sandy Hook, where they covered the army’s embarkation for Staten
Island. In the whole operation not one man had deserted or had fallen out, unfit to continue.
From the safe Staten Island base, the Rangers continued skirmishing and reconnoitering.
Sergeant Kelly, of the Hussar troop, was ambushed and captured by the enemy. Kelly had
recently deserted the rebels to join Simcoe, who demanded an exchange. He threatened that if
Kelly were executed he would execute six rebels in retaliation. Kelly was returned to him.That
summer of 1778, Banastre Tarleton, from the 79th Regiment, received the command of the
British Legion. Often supporting each other’s corps, Simcoe and Tarleton had much meeting of
the minds. Simcoe acquired a three-pounder cannon, nicknamed a “grasshopper” because of its
mobility, and three artillerymen to fire it. At this stage, the Queen’s Rangers were considerably
more than a conventional regiment. Before the weather had turned too harsh for campaigning,
Simcoe had led his Rangers with the attacking forces at Quinton’s Bridge, Hancock’s Bridge,
and Monmouth, all in New Jersey, and at East Chester, Valentine’s Hill, and Tappan, in New
York.15The Quinton’s and Hancock’s encounters, which took place in March, were close
together on the Alloway River. Judge William Hancock and his brother, both Loyalists, were
killed accidentally when troops attacked the Hancock house. Simcoe was very upset because
he understood that the judge was not living at home. No one told him that Hancock usually
returned home for the night. American sources describe these actions as “massacres.”16For the
cold season of 1778-79 the Rangers went into winter quarters at Oyster Bay, Long Island, but
not for a restful time. Patrolling continued, and training when other duties did not interfere. Yet
Simcoe found time to make more new friends. Major John André, of the 54th Regiment, was a
deputy adjutant general to Sir Henry Clinton, who assisted in the gathering of intelligence. In
André, Simcoe found another kindred spirit. The bond was similar to the one he had established
with Edward Drewe before he was invalided home. Another new friend was Francis Lord
Rawdon, heir to the Anglo-Irish Earl of Moira. Rawdon led the Volunteers of Ireland, a Provincial
Corps nearly as active and effective as Simcoe’s. Rawdon and Tarleton both came from wealthy
families, an advantage that Simcoe did not share. The first two could call on private funds for
equipment, while Simcoe was dependent on his own earnings or on the funds and equipment
the army was willing to supply.During the winter he was recruiting for his Hussars, whose ranks
had been depleted in the field. At New York City he placed an advertisement in Rivington’s Royal



Gazette:ALL ASPIRING HEROESHave now an opportunity of distinguishing themselves by
joiningTHE QUEEN’S RANGERSCommanded byLIEUTENANT-COLONEL SIMCOEEvery
spirited young man will receive every encouragement, be immediately mounted on an elegant
horse, and furnished with clothing, accoutrements &c, to the amount of FORTY GUINEAS, by
applying to Cornet Spencer, at his quarters, No. 1033 Water Street, or his rendezvous, Hewitt’s
Tavern, near the Coffee House on Golden Hill.Whoever brings a recruit shall instantly receive
TWO GUINEAS.VIVANT REX ET REGINASimcoe may have been stretching things a bit. Forty
guineas for each man’s equipment was extravagant, and elegant horses were certainly in short
supply, even at New York. Nor was he yet a lieutenant colonel, even in the field.By the spring the
Queen’s Rangers were serving on the right flank of the army. Knowing that Howe was impressed
with the corps, Simcoe wrote to his former commander in chief asking for “rank in the Army” for
the Queen’s Rangers.17 Howe’s response, which recognised the value of certain of his
Provincial Corps, was not quite what Simcoe had in mind. On 2 May, Howe arranged to have
three of the corps placed on a special new American establishment, a higher status, but not for
The Army List. The Queen’s Rangers became the 1st American Regiment; the Volunteers of
Ireland the 2nd, and the New York Volunteers the 3rd.18 Simcoe now received local rank of
lieutenant colonel. In late August, he led his Rangers back to Oyster Bay for a short break.
Clinton, with Charles Lord Cornwallis as his second in command, set out for a second attempt to
capture Charleston, South Carolina. This time they would be successful, although a long siege
lay ahead of them. Left in command at New York was General von Knyphausen, a man Simcoe
much respected.When Simcoe learned of a “sinister event,” he reported it to von Knyphausen.
The rebels had assembled about fifty boats at Middlebrook, on the Rarita River, New Jersey,
and Simcoe resolved on a raid to destroy the boats; otherwise, they might be used to transport a
rebel force to attack New York. The operation was risky because militiamen and “Light Horse
Harry” Lee’s cavalry were thick on the ground. Washington himself was only twenty miles away,
at Morristown.
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Erik, “Five Stars. just finished reading this and So much detail and good info!”

Max Sand, “Excellent book. Everything you ever wanted to know about .... Excellent book.
Everything you ever wanted to know about Simcoe and how he put our country on the road to
nationhood”

The book by Mary Beacock Fryer has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 5 people have provided feedback.
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